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OP 

ALFRED  SEYMOUR  TAYLOR, 

L.R.C.P.E.,  L.R.C.S.E.,  L.M.,  L.F.P.S.Gh, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  No,  1,  or  Northern  Division, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tynemouth  Rural 
District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  forward  you  my  Report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1895. 

The  population  according  to  the  census  of  1891  is  10526, 
and  by  estimation  to  the  middle  of  1895  is  11681. 

Deaths.  Two  hundred  and  three  Deaths  have  been  reported,  which 

gives  a  mortality  of  19  28  per  thousand  per  annum,  estimated 
upon  the  1891  census  of  10526,  or  of,  on  the  estimated 
population  to  the  middle  of  1895,  17*37  per  thousand. 

In  1894,  the  death  rate  was  20*80  per  thousand,  and  in 
1893,  22*76,  census  1891. 

Births.  Four  hundred  and  forty-seven  Births  were  registered,  giving 

a  birth-rate  of  42*46  per  thousand  per  annum  upon  the 
census  of  1891,  and  a  rate  of  38  26  upon  the  estimated 
population.  In  1894  the  Births  were  429  giving  a  birth-rate 
of  40*75  per  thousand,  and  in  1898  the  Births  were  443, 
giving  a  birth-rate  of  42  09  per  thousand  on  the  1891  census. 

The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  population,  and 
the  number  of  Births  and  Deaths  that  have  taken  place  in 
each  parish  of  the  District:  — 


Parishes. 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Seaton  Delaval 

4463 

168 

77 

Holywell 

3219 

124 

56 

Hartley 

1267 

46 

21 

Horton 

2307 

71 

33 

Hartford  East 

78 

4 

1 

Hartford  West 

262 

33 

14 

Bebside 

85 

1 

1 

Totals. . 

11681 

447 

203 

4 


Table  shewing  the  number  of  Deaths  which  occurred  in  each 
parish  during  each  quarter  of  the  year,  also  the  ages  in  groups 
at  which  the  Deaths  took  place. 
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Infant  149  per  1,000  births.  Decrease  of  28  as  compared  with 

Mortality  Rate.  1894. 

Of  the  67  deaths  which  occurred  under  1  year  (which  is  equal 
to  one  third  of  the  whole  annual  mortality) 

27  were  under  one  month ; 

24  were  between  one  and  six  months  ; 

16  were  between  six  and  twelve  months  ; 

Eighty-six  deaths  occurred  under  five  years,  which  gives  a 
mortality  of  8*17  per  thousand  per  annum.  In  1894,  the 
mortality  was  at  the  rate  of  9  86  per  thousand  per  annum, 
shewing  a  decrease  in  the  death-rate  at  this  age  of  1*69  per 
1000  for  the  year,  1895,  on  the  1891  census. 

The  Deaths  reported  during  1895  arose  from  the  causes 
and  at  the  places  indicated  by  the  subjoined  table : — 


Seaton 

Delaval. 

Holywell 

Hartley. 

Horton. 

Hartford 

West 

Hartford 

East 

Bebside. 

Whole 

District. 

Bronchitis 
Pneumonia  and 
Pleurisy 

h 

8 

4 

2 

5 

0 

1 

0 

20 

Phthisis . . 

• 

8 

3 

1 

2 

0 

2 

0 

16 

Cardiac  Disease 

7 

5 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

16 

Diarrhoea 

4 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Enteric  Fever  . 

11 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

16 

Scarlatina 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Diphtheria 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Injuries  . . 

• 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Other  Causes  . 

• 

37 

37 

15 

20 

0 

8 

1 

118 

Totals  . 

• 

77 

56 

21 

33 

1 

14 

1 

203 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1895,  in  the  Tynemouth  Rural  District  Council  No.  1  District,  or  Northern  Division, 

classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


In  ames  of  Localities  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics ;  public 
institutions  being  shown  as  separate 

localities. 


MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  AT 
SUBJOINED  AGES. 


Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children 

under  Five  Years  of  Age. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30199530 


table  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the 

haouledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health ,  during  the  year  1895,  in  the  Tynemouth  Rural  District  Council  No.  1  Northern  District  ; 
_  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


dailies  of  Localities  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics;  Public 
Institutions  being  shown  as  separate 

localities. 
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Seaton  Delaval 

4096 

4463 

168 

Under  5 

,.uj . 

5  upwds. 

28 

76 

1 

3 

Holywell 

2783 

3219 

124 

Under  5 

33 
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78 
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1 

16 

Hartley 

1132 

1267 

46 

Under  5 

15 
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36 
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17 

Horton 
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2307 

71 
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21 

3 
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80 

78 

4 
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Twenty-nine  deaths  occurred  from  Zymotic  diseases,  which  is 
equivalent  to  a  Zymotic  death-rate  of  2 '48  per  1000  of  the 
population  estimated  to  middle  of  1895,  and  which  is  an 
an  increase  of  0T2  as  compared  with  1894. 

Scarlatina,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever,  Puerperal  Fever, 
Measles,  Erysipelas,  Whooping  Cough,  have  occurred  at  the 
places  and  in  the  months  indicated  by  the  subjoined  table. 

Hartley.  Fifty  one  cases — 1  in  January,  1  in  March,  12  in  September, 
17  in  October,  11  in  November,  9  in  December. 

Holywell.  One  hundred  and  eleven  cases — 26  in  January,  35  in  February, 

6  in  March,  5  in  April,  2  in  May,  1  in  June,  4  in  July, 

2  in  August,  2  in  September.  2  in  October,  12  in 
November,  14  in  December. 

Seaton  Delaval.  Forty  Cases — 1  in  May,  1  in  June,  4  in  July,  13  in  August, 

3  in  September,  9  in  October,  3  in  November,  6  in 
December. 

Horton.  Three  cases — 2  in  July,  1  in  September. 

The  cases  which  occurred  in  the  early  and  latter  part  of 
the  year  at  Hartley  were  imported. 

The  cases  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  at  Holywell  were  a 
continuation  of  the  outbreak  of  the  latter  part  of  1894.  The 
number  of  cases  gradually  diminished  towards  the  middle  of 
the  year  but  did  not  altogether  disappear,  as  fresh  cases  kept 
cropping  up  at  intervals,  then  towards  the  latter  end  the 
number  of  cases  increased. 

This  being  a  disease  of  a  very  infectious  nature,  and  it  being 
impossible  to  keep  neighbours  from  going  into  infected  houses, 
there  is  always  great  difficulty  in  stamping  out  the  infection, 
though  every  precaution  possible  was  taken  in  the  direction 
of  keeping  children  from  infected  houses  from  attending 
school.  This  being  a  large  colliery  district,  it  is  almost 
impossible,  without  any  Isolation  Hospital  or  Disinfector,  to 
prevent  this  disease  from  spreading  from  house  to  house,  until 
«  Diphtheria.  every  susceptible  child  has  been  attacked. 

Holywell.  One  case  in  January,  which  proved  fatal. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Hartley.  Two  cases — 1  in  September,  1  in  December. 

Horton.  Twenty-one  cases — 8  in  January,  5  in  February,  1  in  March, 

(New  Hartley.)  1  in  September,  1  in  October,  4  in  November,  1  in 

December. 

Hartford  East.  Nine  cases — 2  in  September,  3  in  October,  1  in  November,  3 

in  December. 

Seaton  Delaval.  Seventy-six  cases — 2  in  January,  11  in  February,  2  in  March, 

1  in  April,  1  in  May,  1  in  August,  20  in  September, 
26  in  October,  8  in  November,  4  in  December. 

The  first  case  at  Hartley  originated  in  a  man  who  had  been 
from  home  on  a  visit  to  Stockton  a  fortnight  before  he  took 
ill,  where  most  probably  he  contracted  the  disease.  I  may 
add  that  during  his  visit  he  indulged  rather  heartily  in 
“  mussels  ”  and  complained  of  not  feeling  very  well  afterwards. 


Zymotic 
Death  Rate. 

Infectious 

Diseases. 

Scarlatina. 


6 


The  second  case  occurred  nearly  three  months  afterwards, 
and  was  quite  remote  from  the  first  case  ;  but  he  worked  at 
New  Hartley  Colliery  with  a  mate  who  came  from  an  infected 
house.  They  used  to  have  their  bait  or  lunch  together,  and 
sometimes  go  shares. 

At  Horton  the  cases  may  be  considered  as  two  distinct 
epidemics. 

The  first  which  terminated  in  March  being  a  continuation 
of  that  which  existed  at  New  Delaval  during  the  months  of 
August,  September,  October,  November  and  December,  1894, 
and  which,  so  far  as  the  sanitary  arrangements  are  concerned, 
was  alluded  to  in  my  Annual  Report  presented  in  March, 
1895. 

The  second  which  commenced  in  September,  was  imported 
from  Cramlington.  where  the  disease  was  prevalent  at  that 
time,  by  a  young  man  who  resided  at  Cramlington,  and  who 
went  to  reside  at  New  Delaval,  where  he  took  ill  almost 
immediately  after  his  arrival.  Another  case  in  November 
was  imported  from  Seaton  Delaval  by  a  girl  who  was  staying 
at  an  infected  house,  and  who  went  to  her  home  in  New 
Delaval,  where  she  took  ill  a  couple  of  days  afterwards. 

At  Hartford  East,  the  first  case  contracted  the  infection  at 
BedlingLon,  where  Enteric  Eever  was  prevalent,  and  to  which 
place  she  was  in  the  habit  of  going  for  some  hours  every 
Saturday.  This  case  proved  fatal. 

At  Seaton  Delaval,  (New  Hartley,)  the  first  man  attacked 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  daily  to  New  Delaval,  where  Enteric 
Eever  was  then  prevalent.  The  cases  at  Seaton  Delaval 
proper  originated  in  a  man  who  was  working  as  a  barman  at 
a  house  supplied  by  water  from  a  well,  which,  on  analysis, 
was  found  to  be  polluted.  This  case  occurred  in  August. 
During  the  month  of  September  the  disease  appeared  in  five 
different  localities,  viz.,  Astley  Terrace,  Wheatridge  Row, 
Double  Row,  Eoreman’s  Row,  and  Camp  Terrace,  all  of  which 
had  a  separate  drainage  and  outlet.  Two  of  the  rows, 
Eoreman’s  Row  and  Double  Row,  had  one  water  supply  —  from 
the  Colliery — which  also  supplied  New  Hartley,  at  which 
place  there  was  no  Enteric  Eever  at  that  time.  Of  the  other 
three  localities  affected,  one,  Wheatridge  Row,  was  supplied 
with  water  from  two  wells,  one  of  which  was,  as  before 
mentioned,  found  on  analysis  to  be  polluted,  and  both  of  which 
have  been  closed,  and  a  fresh  supply  laid  on  by  means  of  pipes 
from  the  Colliery.  One,  Astley  Terrace,  was  supplied  with 
Whittle  Dene  water,  and  the  remaining  Camp  Terrace  drew 
water  from  a  well  within  fifty  yards  of,  and  on  a  lower  level 
than,  a  large  midden  heap,  under  which,  I  am  informed,  there 
are  field  underdraining  pipes  ;  conditions  which,  as  indicated 
in  one  of  my  monthly  reports,  would  greatly  favour  the 
possibility  of  pollution.  As  a  fresh  water  supply  is  about  to 


Population  1891. 

Estimated  Populatior 

to  Middle  of  1895. 

Births  registered 

in  1895. 

Birthrate  per  1000  on 

estimated  population. 

Deaths  registered 

in  1895. 

Death  Rate  on 

estimated  population. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

per  1000  Births. 
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4463 

168 
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77 
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36  30 

21 
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87-1 
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56 
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2180 
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CAUSES  OF  MORTALITY. 
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OTHER  CAUSES. 


Gastro-Enteritis,  5 ;  Dentition,  1 ;  Disease  of 
Stomach,  2;  Disease  of  Brain,  2;  Cancer,  5; 
Convulsions,  4;  Infantile  Debility,  9  ;  Peritonitis 
1 ;  Parturition,  3 ;  Senile  Decay,  5. 


Drowned,  3;  Eczema,  1;  Gastro-Enteritis,  1; 
Apoplexy,  2 ;  Disease  of  Brain,  1 ;  Cancer,  1 ; 
Convulsions,  2;  Peritonitis,  1;  Senile  Decay,  2. 

Dentition,  1;  Gastro-Enteritis,  2;  Apoplexy, 
2  ;  Disease  of  Brain,  2 ;  Cancer,  2;  Convulsions, 
3;  Infantile  Debility,  15;  Pelvic  Cellulitis,  1  ; 
Tabes  Mesenterica,  2 ;  Peritonitis,  2 ;  Partu¬ 
rition,  2  ;  Tuberculosis,  1 ;  Senile  Decay,  2. 

Apoplexy,  1 ;  Disease  of  Liver,  2  ;  Disease  of 
Kidney,  1 ;  Cancer,  2 ;  Convulsions,  1 ;  Infantile 
Debility,  5  ;  Iscliio-Rectal  Abcess,  1 ;  Parturition 
2  ;  Senile  Decay,  4  ;  Tabes  Mesenterica,  1 . 


Dentition,  2  ;  Meningitis,  1 :  Convulsions,  2  ; 
Infantile  Debility,  2;  Tuberculosis,  1. 


Enteritis,  1. 


Total. . 


37 
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be  laid  on  to  Camp  Terrace,  this  well  will  be  done  away  with. 
The  midden  heap,  since  the  outbreak,  has  not  been  used  as  a 
deposit  heap,  and  has  been  covered  with  disinfectants,  as  it 
proved  a  source  of  danger  by  polluting  the  air,  and  being  in 
too  close  proximity  to  the  houses. 


No  suspicion  attached  to  the  milk  supply  which  was  common 
to  this  and  other  districts,  where  there  were  no  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever,  and  some  of  the  families  attacked  had  not  been 
using  any  milk  at  all. 

Wells,  except  under  exceptional  conditions,  are  most 
unsatisfactory  as  sources  of  water  supply ;  the  risk  of  dangerous 
pollution  from  surface  water  and  of  the  ground  water  supplying 
them  being  very  great. 

In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  privies,  receptacles  for  decom¬ 
posing  animal  and  vegetable  refuse,  and  drains,  contamination 
is  sure  to  occur  ;  more  especially  is  this  the  case  where  mining 
operations  have  been  carried  out,  leading  to  subsidence  of  the 
ground  and  consequent  damage  to  the  drains.  Water  pumped 
from  a  coal  pit,  though  frequently  of  a  satisfactory  quality,  is 
subject  to  pollution  unless  great  care  is  exercised  to  draw  it 
only  from  such  parts  as  are  not  being  worked  or  receiving 
from  other  parts  water  which  may  contain  human  excreta,  or 
drainage  from  underground  stables.  The  excreta  from  one 
workman  suffering  from  a  commencing  attack  of  Enteric 
Fever  being  capable  of  communicating  the  contagion  to  a 
very  large  quantity  of  water  :  hence  the  necessity  in  the 
interests  of  the  public  at  large  of  keeping  all  sewage  matter 
out  of  water  courses  and  all  infected  evacuations  from  being 
throwTn  into  privies  and  ashpits,  &c. 

The  epidemics  above  mentioned  extending  over  so  many 
months  point  strongly  to  the  urgent  necessity  existing  of 
some  means  of  isolating  the  infected  from  the  healthy  in  every 
densely  populated  district.  If  the  first  few  cases  could  have 
been  isolated  the  contagion  would  have  been  effectually 
removed  feom  the  general  population,  and  the  spread  of  the 
disease  checked  at  once.  At  present  there  is  no  provision 
made  for  isolation,  there  is  no  guarantee  that  infective 
evacuations  are  disinfected,  and  each  patient  consequently 
acts  too  frequently  as  a  starting  point  of  a  fresh  outbreak. 


Disinfectants  were  freely  distributed,  and  clear  directions 
given  as  to  their  use,  also  drains  were  flushed  with  disinfectants, 
and  ventilating  shafts  put  into  those  that  were  not  previously 
ventilated,  but  the  most  important  means  of  checking  the 
outbreak  at  once  was  not  forthcoming,  as  there  were  no  means 
of  separating  the  infectious  from  the  healthy. 


Puerperal 
Fever. 

Holywell.  One  case  in  April. 


Measles.  There  have  been  no  cases  of  Measles  in  the  district  to  my 

knowledge  during  the  year. 


Erysipelas, 

Seaton  Delaval.  Three  cases — One  in  June,  one  in  September,  one  in 

December. 


Hartley.  Seventeen  cases — One  in  January,  one  in  March,  two  in  April, 
five  in  August,  six  in  September,  one  in  November, 
one  in  December. 


Horton.  Three  cases — One  in  January,  one  in  April,  one  in  November. 


Holywell. 


Influenza. 

(so  called.) 

Continued 

Fever. 


Sixteen  cases — Two  in  January,  one  in  February,  two  in 
March,  one  in  April,  two  in  May,  three  in  June,  three 
in  July,  one  in  September,  one  in  December. 

Very  few  cases  have  occurred  during  the  year  and  in  these 
the  type  was  of  a  much  milder  form  than  was  the  case  in 
former  years. 


Seaton  Delaval.  One  case  in  April. 


The  greatest  number  of  notifications  received  in  one  month, 
viz.,  75,  was  in  October.  Six  only  were  notified  in  May  and 
June. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infectious  cases 
notified  from  each  parish  in  the  district  together  with  the 
months  in  which  the  notifications  were  received.  (See  table 
annexed). 

I  have  made  periodical  inspection  of  the  various  parts  of 
the  Sanitary  District,  in  many  cases  accompanied  by  your 
Inspector.  Several  improvements  have  been  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

New  Ashpit  and  privy  accommodation  has  been  provided  for 
the  tenants  of  Mr.  Short,  whose  property  is  situated  at  Seaton 
Sluice.  They  are  substantially  built,  and  with  many  modern 
improvements.  The  tenants  of  Lord  Hastings  at  Seaton 
Sluice  and  Old  Hartley,  however,  have  not  yet  been  provided 
for  in  this  respect.  Several  rows  of  roofless  old  ruins  have 
been  levelled  to  the  ground,  and  in  their  place  have  been 
raised  the  aformentioned  ashpits  and  privies. 

The  closing  of  wells,  and  a  fresh  water  supply  laid  on  to 
Wheatridge  Row,  Seaton  Delaval,  has  been  already  alluded  to. 
The  condition  of  the  roads  at  Seaton  Delaval  has  been 
improved,  not  only  have  the  tops  been  taken  off,  but  stone 
bottoms  have  been  laid,  and  covered  with  macadam,  and 
rolled  by  a  steam  roller  :  this  has  converted  roads,  that  at  one 
time  were  almost  impassable,  into  good  hard  and  level 
surfaced  roads,  fit  for  any  kind  of  traffic.  The  footpaths 
have  also  been  improved,  curbstones  laid,  and  ashes  put  on> 

At  East  Hartford  Colliery,  the  footpaths  along  the  rows 
have  been  laid  with  red  bricks,  and  at  the  curb,  surface 
channels  have  been  laid.  As  the  bricks  are  regularly  washed 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  houses,  they  lend  a  clean  and  neat 
appearance  to  the  place,  which  is  a  great  improvement  upon 
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what  at  one  time  was  simply  a  quagmire  in  wet  weather. 
The  flushing  of  the  drains  at  this  Colliery  has  been  much 
improved. 

At  Wallace  Terrace,  Holywell,  the  improvements,  as 
suggested  by  your  Medical  Officer,  have  been  carried  out 
with  regard  to  the  ashpits,  but  the  flushing  apparatus  does 
not  appear  to  be  in  working  order  yet. 

The  ashpits  throughout  the  district,  on  the  whole,  appear 
to  be  more  regularly  and  systematical^  cleaned  out,  and  kept 
in  better  repair  than  used  to  be  the  case  in  former  years. 

The  various  dairies  have  been  inspected,  and  found  generally 
in  a  satisfactory  condition  as  regards  cleanliness,  ventilation, 
and  light.  The  cows  had  every  appearance  of  being  well 
cared  for,  and  healthy.  The  dairy  and  dairy  utensils 
scrupulously  clean. 

I  am,  Q-entlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ALEEED  SEYMOUE  TAYLOE. 


January  25th,  1896. 


, 


. 


. 


EEPOET 

OF 

Dr.  PETER  ALEXANDER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  No.  2  or  Southern  Division. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Tynemouth  Rural  District 
Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1895. 

The  Area  and  Population  of  the  Southern,  or  No.  2  District,  have  been 
diminished  by  the  formation  of  the  Weetslade  District  Council  District, 
from  a  portion  of  North  Longbenton,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  Area  of  the  District  is  now  10,519  Acres,  and  the  population 
according  to  Census  1891,  is  13,295.  The  estimated  population  to  the 
middle  of  the  year  1895,  is  14,800. 

The  demand  for  house  accommodation,  suitable  for  a  working  class  popu¬ 
lation,  continues  in  as  great  a  degree  as  in  former  years,  especially  near  to 
the  large  collieries,  where  work  is  to  be  obtained,  but  not  houses  connected 
with  the  colliery  in  which  they  are  employed.  The  Owners  of  the  coal 
mines  in  this  District  appear  to  be  reluctant  to  build  more  houses,  so 
that  private  enterprise,  in  a  safe  and  fairly  good  investment,  has  filled 
the  gap.  The  houses  are  chiefly  occupied  by  young  married  miners, 
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who  are  assisted  by  the  Coal  Company  in  the  payment  of  the  rent,  by  an 
allowance  of  a  certain  sum  per  fortnight ;  and  that,  supplemented  by  a 
portion  of  their  wages,  enables  them  to  pay  the  comparatively  large  rent 
demanded.  The  rents  of  most  of  the  new  tenemented  houses,  constructed 
with  all  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  are  much  too 
high  for  the  class  of  labourers  on  datal  wages.  They  are  therefore  obliged 
to  occupy  houses  of  older  construction,  which  at  one  time  were  occupied 
by  miners  at  collieries  now  unworked,  in  some  instances  upwards  of  a 
century  old,  and  of  the  type  common  to  colliery  villages  in  Northumber¬ 
land  at  that  period.  These  old  places,  although  not  fulfilling  the  sanitary 
requirements  of  the  present  day,  are  generally  healthy — from  their 
situation,  on  elevated  parts,  with  an  abundant  space  for  fresh  air.  The 
rents  range  from  2/-  to  3/-  per  week,  whilst  the  new  tenemented  flats 
range  from  4/-  to  7/-  per  week.  The  old  colliery  rows  are  generally 
provided  with  plenty  of  garden  ground,  as  in  Rosehill  Willington, 
Willington  Square,  Willington  High  Row,  Willington  Low  Row,  Bigges’s 
Main,  Billy  Pit,  Gosfortli  and  Benton  Rows,  in  many  instances  remarkably 
well  cultivated.  The  chief  difficulty  the  Council  have  to  contend  with  is 
the  question  of  keeping  the  dwelling  houses  in  habitable  repair.  Committees 
of  the  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
have,  in  conjunction  with  the  Agents,  inspected,  and  suggested  improve¬ 
ments  and  necessary  repairs,  as  well  as  provision  of  privies  and  ashpits. 
In  property  belonging  the  collieries,  and  of  an  old  class,  in  most  instances 
the  suggestions  made  by  the  Committees  have  been  carried  out,  to  make 
the  roofs  watertight,  to  provide  eave  spouts,  and  remove  soil  above  the 
level  of  the  house  floors.  At  West  Moor  and  Palmersville,  under  the 
same  owners,  they  have  been  very  tardily  and  insufficiently  complied 
with.  Benton  Square,  Wapping  Square,  Benton  Row  and  Gosfortli  Row, 
and  part  of  Rosehill,  Willington,  have  been  improved  as  suggested. 

One  block  of  tenemented  property,  at  West  Moor,  occupied  by  9  tenants, 
was  condemned  because  the  Landlord  did  not  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  Act :  There  were  no  sinks,  no  branch  drains,  the 
privies  out  of  repair — broken  down— no  ashpits,  and  the  roof  out  of  repair, 
the  walls  of  house  cracked,  damp,  with  no  spouting.  A  Magistrate’s 
Order  for  Closure  was  obtained,  and  the  tenants  served  with  notices  to 
quit. 

Mortality  Statistics  : — There  were  262  deaths  from  all  causes  and  at 
all  ages  during  the  year  1895,  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  19'  7  per  1000. 
(Census  1891)  and  17‘7  per  1000  of  population  to  the  Middle  of  the  year. 
There  were  514  births  registered  during  the  year,  equivalent  to  a  birthrate 
of  38‘66  per  1000,  (Census  1891)  and  34- 7  per  1000  of  Estimated 
Population. 

The  Infant  Mortality  was  149-6  per  1000  of  Births  registered  during  the 
year. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  was  T89  per  1000.  The  number  of  deaths 
registered  from  the  different  infectious  diseases  were,  Scarlet  fever,  11  ; 
Enteric  Fever,  8  ;  Diptheria,  2  ;  Croup,  2  ;  Puerpual  Fever,  1  ;  Erysipelas, 
2  ;  Measles,  1  ;  Whooping  Cough,  1. 
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The  Deaths  from  other  causes  than  the  Infectious  Diseases  were ; — 

Longbenton  District: — Diarrhoea,  15  ;  thirteen  were  under  five  years  and 
two  above ;  Consumption,  18  ;  Acute  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs, 
22  ;  Heart  Disease,  8  :  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System,  5  ;  Cancer,  4  ; 
Stomach  and  Intestines,  8  ;  Urinary  Organs,  3  ;  Childbirth,  1  ;  Debility, 
18  ;  Old  Age,  10  ;  Accidents,  4  ;  Premature  Birth,  1 ;  Peretonitis,  1. 

In  Earsdon  District'. — Cancer,  3;  Phthisis,  2;  Diseases  of  Nervous 
System,  5 ;  Convulsions,  7  ;  Heart  Disease,  6  ;  Acute  Affections  of  the 
Respiratory  Organs,  14 ;  Urinary  Organs,  3 ;  Childbirth,  6  ;  Premature 
Birth,  2  ;  Debility,  16  ;  Old  Age,  6. 

In  Willington  District : — Diarrhoea,  3  ;  Tabes  Mesenterica,  1  ;  Diseases 
of  the  Nervous  System,  2 ;  Disease  of  Heart,  4  ;  Acute  Diseases  of 
Respiratory  Organs,  3  ;  Digestive  Organs,  1  ;  Urinary,  1  ;  Debility,  1 ; 
Hoemorrhage,  1. 

North  Shields : — Diarrhoea,  1 ;  Croup,  1 ;  Convulsions,  1 ;  Cancer,  1  ; 
Heart  Disease,  1 ;  Disease  of  Respiratory  Organs  (Acute,)  2  ;  Debility,  2  ; 
Old  Age  1  ;  and  Peritonitis,  1. 

Zymotic  Diseases  ‘prevalent  in  the  District,  during  year  1895, — There  were 
331  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  the  most  prevalent  infectious  disease,  and  epidemically 
prevalent,  in  Earsdon,  Sliiremoor  Colliery,  Benton  Square,  Wapping 
Square,  Palmersville,  Forest  Hall,  West  Moor,  Killingworth,  and  Burradon 
Colliery  ;  and  a  few  cases  at  Gosforth  Row,  Waggoner’s  Row,  West 
Allotment,  andBackworth,  Bigges’s  Main,  Benton,  and  Willington.  There 
were  95  cases  in  Longbenton  District,  and  160  in  Earsdon  ;  and  only  two 
in  Willington  Rosehill. 

Diphtheria.— Eleven  cases,  at  the  following  periods: — January,  5  ; 
February,  3 ;  March,  2  ;  October,  1  (very  mild)  ;  and  at  the  following 
places — Palmersville,  2  ;  West  Moor,  5  ;  Scaffold  Hill,  3  ;  and  Wapping  1 
case.  There  were  two  fatal  cases.  The  cases  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  were  the  last  of  the  epidemic  of  1894,  in  that  part  of  the  district,  and 
traceable  to  infection  from  pre-existing  cases. 

Enteric  Fever. — In  Longbenton  District  there  were  fourteen  cases, 
and  five  deaths  ;  and  occurred  sporadically  at  Gosforth  Row,  Benton, 
Bigges’s  Main,  Forest  Hall,  West  Moor,  and  Camperdown.  No  cases 
could  be  traced  to  impure  drinking  water,  or  milk  supply.  Those  at 
Gosforth  Row  and  Bigges’s  Main  appeared  to  be  due  to  poverty,  and  in 
consequence,  debilitated  constitutions  from  the  effects  of  want  of  employ¬ 
ment.  At  West  Moor  the  young  men  affected  were  companions,  and  had 
been  at  some  athletic  sports  on  the  Saturday  previous  to  attack,  at  the 
Jubilee  Grounds  in  Newcastle.  They  had  some  beer  at  a  public  house  in 
Newcastle,  and  all  considered  it  queer  in  taste.  They  lived  at  some 
distance  apart,  worked  in  different  pits,  and  had  different  milk  supply, 
and  all  had  Diarrhoea.  These  cases  occurred  in  February.  One  proved 
fatal. 
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In  Earsdon  District  there  were  four  cases — 3  in  Burradon  Colliery  at 
different  periods,  and  1  at  Shiremoor  Colliery.  There  were  no  deaths. 

In  Willington  District  there  were  two  cases  in  Rosehill  Terrace,  one  in 
May,  and  1  in  September.  In  Willington  Terrace,  running  parallel  to 
Rosehill  Terrace,  with  the  back  yards,  privies,  and  ashpits  opposite  one 
another,  with  a  narrow  back  street  intervening,  there  were  five  cases  in 
October — three  in  one  family.  The  ashpits  and  privies  are  of  the  old 
type,  the  privies  without  spouting,  and  the  ashpits  large  and  uncovered. 
There  was  a  large  amount  of  liquid  filth,  from  the  heavy  rainfall,  and 
undergoing  decomposition.  The  ashpits  were  cleaned  out  of  solid  contents, 
the  opposite  extreme  to  the  experience  in  Colliery  localities.  I  considered 
all  of  these  cases  had  their  origin  from  the  case  in  the  house  opposite  to 
their  backyards.  The  milk  supply  was  from  different  sources,  most  used 
condensed  ;  some  stated  they  never  drank  water  from  the  taps  or  at  their 
employment  on  the  Tyne,  in  shipyards  or  engineering  works.  The  drains 
and  sewer  were  in  good  working  order.  The  scavenging  was  well  attended 
to  by  the  Contractor  for  the  District,  The  Water  Closet  System  or  the 
Tub  System,  frequently  removed  and  disinfected,  should  be  adopted  in  the 
two  Terraces,  where  so  many  tenants  reside  in  flats.  There  was  a  fatal 
case  at  Willington  Stables.  No  special  insanitary  cause  could  be  found  in 
the  locality.  It  occured  in  October.  In  November  there  were  two  more 
cases  in  Willington  Terrace,  in  a  family  where  three  cases  existed.  One 
was  fatal,  a  child  17  months  old.  In  December,  a  boy  aged  11  years  was 
attacked  at  Millbank,  about  a  mile  from  Rosehill.  The  boy  came  home 
from  Willington  Board  School  ill  with  diarrhoea  and  bowel  symptoms. 
He  died  on  1st  January,  1890.  The  water  supply  was  from  a  draw  well 
in  the  garden. 

Continued  Fever. — Three  cases  were  notified  at  Camperdown  in 
Longbenton.  They  appeared  to  me  more  of  the  typhoid  character,  and 
caused  in  the  first  instance  by  bad  smells  from  a  choked  up  drain,  which 
was  afterwards  taken  up  and  relaid  with  a  better  fall  ;  and  from  contagion 
by  contact  with  the  first  case,  in  others  visiting  as  companions  during  the 
period  of  illness. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  not  epidemically  prevalent  during 
the  year. 

Erysipelas. — The  cases  were  generally  mild  and  facial.  There  were 
two  fatal  cases  :  one  from  the  plilegmmous  form,  which  occurred  in  an 
old  delapidated  cottage,  since  closed,  and  in  a  very  dirty,  ill-conditioned 

family. 

Diarrh<ea  was  prevalent  as  usual  in  August  and  September. 

Puerperal  Fever. — There  were  two  fatal  cases,  one  at  Benton  Park 
and  one  at  Shiremoor  Colliery. 

Childbirth.— Seven  deaths,  one  in  Longbenton  and  six  in  Earsdon 
District.  There  was  very  strong  evidence  of  the  danger  attending  the 
nursing  of  Scarlet  Fever  by  mothers  when  pregnant.  Four  deaths  occurred 
under  those  circumstances. 


TABLE  OL  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1895,  in  the  Southern  Division  (No.  2)  Tynemouth  Union  Lured  Dish  at, 

classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. _ _ 

"  Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children 
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i 

Totals 

262 

77 

37 

19 

15 

63 

51 

Under  5 

71 

2\ 

1 

j  * 

1 

1 

1 

23 

15 

1 

I2 

59 

114 

I 

5  upwds. 

4 

1 

I  7 

1 

1 

3  1 

20 

26 

18 

5 

[  62 

148 

^  • 


The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in  judging  of  the  above  records  of  mortality. 


Under  5 

5  upwds. 

_ 

■ 

1 

Deaths  occuring  within  the  district 
among  persons  not  belonging  thereto. 


15 


Scavenging. — It  was  carried  out  generally  in  an  efficient  way,  and  more 
frequently  tlian  usual  in  Earsdon,  Shiremoor  Colliery,  Backworth 
Collieries,  Burradon  Colliery,  Gosfortli,  and  Benton  Bows,  Bigges’s  Main, 
Willington  Square,  Rosehill,  and  Palmersville,  where  there  were  cases  of 
Diptheria  and  Scarlet  Fever ;  and  irregularly  at  West  Moor  Colliery, 
Murton,  and  New  York. 

The  Water  Supply  was  very  efficient  and  with  an  abundant  supply, 
where  supplied  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  and  of 
good  quality  for  domestic  purposes,  during  the  whole  year. 

The  Cow  Sheds  and  Dairies  were  inspected  and  found  generally 
satisfactory.  There  were  sundry  repairs  to  cowsheds  required,  and  other 
structural  alterations,  especially  in  new  applications  for  registration  as 
dairies  for  the  sale  of  milk. 

The  whole  District  has  been  systematically  inspected  twice  during  the  year , 
and  a  great  number  of  special  inspections  made  in  cases  of  infectious 
disease  and  nuisances. 

The  ashpits  and  privies  have  been  disinfected  after  being  emptied.  The 
sewers  have  been  flushed  by  flushing  tanks  erected  in  different  parts. 

New  Buildings  erected  in  the  District  during  the  year 

Longbenton.— One  large  house,  one  detached  villa,  twenty- eight  semi¬ 
detached  villas,  seventeen  self-contained  houses,  six  detached  and 
semi-detached  cottages,  four  tenemented  houses,  and  one  mission  chapel. 

In  Earsdon  District — 18  tenemented  houses  for  86  tenants,  besides 
numerous  additions  and  improvements  to  properties  in  the  district. 

New  Sewerage. — Extensions  of  sewers  were  made  at  Clousden  Hill, 
Killingworth  Saw  Mills,  Killingwortli  Station,  and  West  Moor  Colliery,  at 
an  aggregate  cost  of  about  £250,  paid  out  of  the  current  rates  ;  and  various 
extensions  of  water  mains  were  made  by  the  Council’s  workmen  during 
the  year. 


Whitley, 

13th  February,  1896. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently. 

P.  ALEXANDER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
No.  2  District. 
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